


This 5™ Biennial Reports series showcases final and progress reports of graduate students and Post Doctoral Fellows
funded by the Alberta Conservation Association’s (ACA) Grants in Biodiversity. ACA has provided almost $2.5 million
dollars toward 244 research projects over the last 11 years on topics ranging from root fungi to grizzly bears; mallards to
wood frogs, and fescue to flycatchers. Management decisions about marten trapping, forest habitat management, bull trout
conservation, and the management of elk winter range, among many others, are better informed because of the work.emerging
from this Grants in Biodiversity program.

The financial support for this program comes through ACA from hunters, anglers, corporate donors and non-governmental organization
partners to support research into Alberta’s flora and fauna. Those who realize the value of nature in Alberta and who are active in outdoor
activities of recreating, trapping, hunting, fishing, and habitat conservation are not only the supporters, but are also the direct beneficiaries of
this research. These same outdoorsmen can be justifiably proud of their contributions to biodiversity.

It is my privilege to direct this award program with the exceIIentfmanagement assistance of Ms. Margaret Foxcroft and the input from our Biodi-
versity steering committee and adjudicators (Dr.Cam Goater, University of Lethbridge; Dr. Darren Bender, University of Calgary; Dr. Cindy Paszkows-
ki, University of Alberta; Dr. Garry Scrimgeour and Dr. Doug Manzer, ACA) who evaluate the hard work of over 100 anonymous grant reviewers each
year. Dr.Bill Samuel, previous director of ACA Biodiversity Grants continues to serve as a great source of program advice as well.

As this goes to print we are busily working on the 2005-2006 grant competition and
we look forward to the continuation of this great program thanks to the graduate
students, sportsmen and women of Alberta, and ACA!

Lee Foote, University of Alberta
Director, ACA Grants in Biodiversity
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